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99 Years of Seasoning—Welcome Back! 

Gentlemen, 

 I trust that you have all had a great summer.  In the words of the late-great WJR radio star J.P. McCarthy, 
“There are four seasons here in Michigan.  June…July…August and Winter.”   Among the brethren here at 
3321 East Jefferson Avenue, we know better.   Its June…July…August and PLAYERS!  Yes it time to start the 
rehearsals, finish up the Playhouse projects, get your list of guests to Claudine to have an invitation sent out and 
go into your closet for the tux.  Whereupon locating all of your evening attire, once again, you find a certain 
amount of shrinkage occurred this summer… (It’s the closet!)  For 98 seasons the Players have looked forward 
to the time when they can continue old friendships and start new ones.  Now we head towards our beloved 
Players’ 99th season with much to do before we see the first century in the rear-view mirror.   
 
 We are part of something that is unique not only here in Detroit but also across the United States.  Players is 
a place to expand your talents on stage without the risk of a hostile audience.  Once on stage you realize you are 
among the best of friends.  We are teachers, engineers, lawyers, salesmen, entrepreneurs, etc.; retired and just 
starting out.   All of us coming together to find our talents on stage, finding friends in a unique setting and 
sharing a history that is so special that they write books about it.  If you haven’t helped backstage before, the 
rewards are endless. Some of the strongest friendships are a result of jumping in to help with lights or stagecraft 
or directing.  Grab a lab coat and see the results.   
 

Just a casual drive down East Jefferson Avenue shows that your playhouse stands out in so many ways; 
the classic facade, the gardens and the bright Players logo.   We are a rapidly moving target just starting to get 
ready for our 100th anniversary.  This season will be filled with great monthly Frolics, a fantastic November 
Invitational, a concert or two, a Family Frolic and maybe even a few Card Night gatherings.   
 
       Make sure that when you come into the Playhouse you check out the areas that were greatly improved 
because of donations and this summer’s work parties.  You have to see the restored Founders Room, the two 
restored Paul Honoré Tapestries (four left to restore), the ticket booth changes and of course the totally 
refurbished office.   Yes, we have very busy boys over the summer thanks to many volunteers, generous donors 
and contractors that have showed their admiration and love for Players in their work.  For those of you who 
have weekends filled with “stuff”, there will be evening work parties during the week this year.   Come one, 
come all!  
 
 So get your October 3rd guest list together, make the necessary alterations to the tux, get your reservations 
for one of the pre-frolic suppers and plan to enjoy the many, many fruits of this place we call Players.  Let the 
fun begin! 
 
Player Tim Whims 
President 2009-2010  
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Reminders: 
 
• Make reservations for the 20 year dinner. 

• Invite a friend to the playhouse for a good time. 

• Plan on attending the November Invitational. 

• Invite a friend to join The Players 

• Visit the Player website at 
www.playersdetroit.org and update your info. 

• Bring your guests to meet the BOG between 
the first and second show of the Frolic! 

  
 

Players’ Playhouse Costars in Little Murder 
 

 

 
 
For two days in September the crew and some stars of the film Little Murder prepped and 
filmed in The Beautiful Lady’s Great Hall.  
 
The movie, scheduled for a 2010 release, centers on a disgraced New Orleans police detective 
searching for the killer of a beautiful cellist – with the young woman’s ghost assisting the effort. 
Following a Monday set-up, for twelve hours on Tuesday the 15th, scores of crewmembers and 
over 130 extras did take after take (after freaking take) to perfectly capture what will end up be-
ing about seven minutes of the film. Lake Bell (Boston Legal, What Happens in Vegas…), the 
murder victim/ghost, pantomimed a cello solo and a jazz accompaniment to a combo led by 
Sharon Leal, notably of Boston Public and Dreamgirls. (Missing from the day’s shoot, unfortu-
nately, were Terrence Howard (Ironman) and Deborah Ann Woll, the gorgeous red-headed 
vampire virgin in HBO’s True Blood.) 
 
Players watching the finished product next year will be proud to notice that the only cosmetic 
changes to the auditorium were some added red tablecloths, and live palm plants “growing” 
from the sentry urns at the front of the stage. Everything else, from the cabaret setting to the 
Paul Honoré murals, will make it seem as if the producers moved the entire Playhouse to New 
Orleans. 
 
Please feel free to give a hearty handshake and/or a pat on the back to Peter, Claudine, and 
especially JJ for their efforts in securing this exciting and lucrative rental for The Players. 
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THE PLAYER … is published monthly from September to 
April, with sometimes a combined December/January issue 
and sometimes a summer issue.  The views expressed herein 
are those of the respective authors and editor [currently, 
Player Peter W. Dawson with great assistance from Player 
Chris Monley, although this month was “ghost” edited by 
Player Pulbah Craig White] and not necessarily those of the 
Players.  Comments may be made to and back issues may be 
available from the office, (313) 259-3385 or send an inquiry 
to ThePlayer@playersdetroit.org.  The Player is available on 
the web at www.playersdetroit.org.  We welcome your 
contributions and comments.  We do, we really do! 
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Frolic 578 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2009 

Curtain at 8:30 PM 
Producer: Player  J. Robert O’Leary, III 

� 

BUBBLE MONEYBUBBLE MONEYBUBBLE MONEYBUBBLE MONEY    
Written by J. Michael Mongan 

Directed by Player J. MichaelMongan 

Based on the script for “Spacewalk Detroit 2009” 

by J. Michael Mongan, D.C. Moons and Kate McGlynn. 

 

Setting: The present, in the office of Big Ben Bernaste, the Bankster 

. 

Bubbles the Bubble-Eeconomist Clown………………………………Player J. Michael Mongan 

Dr. Bailout ……………………………………………………………………Player D.C. Moons 

Big Ben Bernaste, The Bankster. ……………………………………………...Player Ben Galbo 

Fannie MacBribe ………………………………………………………….Player Denne Osgood 

Oliver Secondrate I, CEO Minute Makers …………………………………..Player Mark Habel 

Oliver Secondrate III, his grandson…………………………………………...Guest Jack Nelson 
 

� 
LAUNDRY AND BOURBON  

By James McLure 

Directed by Player Charles Roberts 

 

Setting: The porch of a wooden frame house, 1991 

 

Elizabeth Culder …………………………………………………………...Player Stuart Johnson 

Hattie Dealing ……………………………………………………………Player Gordon A. Price 

Amy Lee Fullernoy ……………………………………………………...Player R. Joseph Dabbs 

 

� 
Your Mother's Butt 

By Alan Ball 

Directed by Player Christopher Nesi 

 

Setting: Psychiatrist’s office, present day. 

 

Psychiatrist…………………………….………………………………...Player Christopher Nesi 

Patient ……………………………………………………………………...Player Eric Christian 

 

� 
 

AFTERGLOW:  A REVIEW OF THE 2008-2009 SEASON 
Featuring Players Allan G. Dick and William L. Robinson, Jr. 
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HERE'S YOUR CUE 
"When my cue comes, call me and I will answer.""When my cue comes, call me and I will answer.""When my cue comes, call me and I will answer.""When my cue comes, call me and I will answer."    

THE PLAYERS’ PLAYHOUSE WISH LIST 
We continue with the "Players’ Playhouse Wish List."  
Started by Past President Player Chris Monley, we hope 
it will generate needed funds and/or items to benefit our 
"Beautiful Lady."  Please peruse the list and see how you 
may fulfill the wishes of your club!  To whom it matters, 
please be reminded that all donations, cash or useful 
items are tax deductible to the fullest extent allowable by 
law. 

 
If any Player has a suggestion for inclusion to the Wish 
List, please contact any Board member. 

~~~ 
WOW!!! WHAT A DEAL! 
Did you know that  when you sponsor a new 
Member, you will receive a credit on your dues in 
the amount of the initiation fee paid by the new 
member?  Currently the initiation fee for senior 
and junior active members is $150.  There is no 
limit to the number of new members that you 
sponsor.  This is a great way to save money and 
keep the Players a vibrant and financially sound 
club.  If you’re especially generous you can 
donate the credit to one of the abundant wish list 
items.  The sky is the limit, so let’s get started. 

~~~ 

Wish Est. Cost Donations to Date 

Smoke door cupola- flashing $5,000   

Roof Repairs $10,000 $1,000 

Light Seven Ages of Man and 
Side Murals 
 

$4,800  

Save the Date! 
 

The Players’ Family Christmas Party... The Players’ Family Christmas Party... The Players’ Family Christmas Party... The Players’ Family Christmas Party...     
Sunday, December 20, 2009 

2:00pm – 5:00pm 
~ 

Bring your family to Players to celebrate the holidays! 
Let the kids bring their lists to Santa.  

~ 
All you need to bring is a dish to pass and a joyful spirit! 

~ 
To be sure that there are enough treats for the kids, please 

contact Claudine at 313-259-3385 if you plan to attend. 
 
    
    
    
    
    
    

… a Tradition Returns!… a Tradition Returns!… a Tradition Returns!… a Tradition Returns!    
The Players Tree Trimming Party!The Players Tree Trimming Party!The Players Tree Trimming Party!The Players Tree Trimming Party!    

 
Please join your fellow Players and significant others  

Saturday December 19, 2009 
At 7:00 pm  

To decorate the Playhouse for the Christmas Party  
 

Bring a dish to pass and plenty of Holiday Cheer 

Office Notes: 
 
Gentlemen, 
 
I hope you all had a good summer and are ready for the new 
season to begin.  I know I am excited about starting my “fourth 
season” at Players and look forward to many more! 
 
The 20 Year Club Dinner is quickly approaching with the 
October Frolic, October 3, 2009. Please contact me with your 
reservation. 
 
Best regards, 
Claudine 

”I think that sometimes you do something that makes a small group of people laugh, which is all we 

are trying to do, we were just trying to make each other laugh." 

John Cleese  
 

 

The Website Committee is still working on having a 
new web site up design up for the new season.  In 
the meantime we have rearranged the front page a 
little bit and added a slideshow section to display 
some images of the Club. 
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From “Detroit on Stage—The Players Club 1910-2005” 

By Marijean Levering 

 

The club was born on the evening of 10 December 1910, in Richter’s, a German restaurant on State Street 

just west of Woodward Avenue in Detroit.  According to Player William B. Gregory, Richter’s was “a 

sterling pre-prohibition emporium for the dispensing of liquid cheer.”  It was the “haunt of the actresses 

and actors form the old Garrick Theatre—a favorite hangout for the staff of the Detroit News.”  Cady 

invited several men that he thought would be interested in a new club, but of the twelve invited, only four 

were in attendance.  Besides Cady and Gage, H.J. Maxwell Grylls, Leonard R. Carley, and William W. 

Talman were in attendance that night.  A second meeting was held eleven days later where Charles P. 

Larned, Kirkland B. Alexander, and Frederick S. Stearns joined.  They discussed writing the club’s 

constitution , and Larned, Carly, and Cady were assigned to write the first draft.  By 4 January 1911 two 

more men had joined the proceedings, Walter C. Boynton and Ernest S. Witbeck, thus providing the 

necessary ten charter members to form the club.  The attending members made some small changes to the 

drafted constitution, and on 11 January 1911, at the University Club of Detroit, the ten charter members 

read and accepted the revised constitution and signed the Articles of Association.  Three days later, they set 

about the business of the club, electing officers (Larned was the first president), setting up committees, and 

looking for a place to meet.  According to the Article of Association, the purpose of The Players was “for 

the encouragement and development of amateur dramatic talent and for the presentation of stage 

entertainments.” 
 

Reprinted from Levering, Marijean / Detroit on Stage: The Players Club, 1910-2005 
Copyright © 2007 Wayne State University Press (WSUP), with the permission of WSUP 

OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS – A SECOND TIME!  

  
Two years ago, Utica College professor of theater Marijean Levering, Ph. D. did us the great honor of re-

searching and writing a history of The Players from 1910 to 2005, entitled Detroit on Stage.  It is a won-

derful collection of facts and anecdotes – a must-have for Player historians (or wanna-be’s), or anyone 

interested in this insightful reflection on the Club and the society from which it took root, as well as an 

amusing journey through the evolution of The Players into the twenty-first century.  This is the only 

book ever written about our Club, and Dr. Levering has done us proud! 

  

Dr. Levering, did us the honor of appearing at the fall Invitational in 2007 to sign copies of the book, 

available at the discounted price of $30.00 (which goes to The Players).  It was billed as “One chance in a 

lifetime … really!”  But, she has graciously agreed to pay us another visit for the upcoming November 

Invitational performance of The Play’s The Thing – Friday, November 13 and Saturday, November 14.  If 

you have a book you wish to have signed, please bring it to one of those performances.  She will be sign 

them during the intermission (and possibly before the opening curtain) and perhaps share some inter-

esting stories about The Players.  Or, if you would like to purchase a book (and have it signed), they will 

be available, once again, for $30.00.  Fortunately, once in a lifetime has given way to second 

chance.  Don’t miss this opportunity!  

 



VOLUME XCIX, NUMBER 1 DETROIT, MICHIGAN SEPTEMBER 2009,  PAGE 6 

 

 

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN & BOARD LIAISONS 
2009-2010 Season 

  
Committee Chairman Board Liaison   

        

100th Anniversary William Robinson Allan Dick   

Afterglow H.T. “Tim” Bannister, Jr. Charles Steltenkamp   

Buildings & Grounds D.C. Moons Thomas Sloan   

Bylaws Review Tim Cordes Greg Thom   

Costumes James Foran Edward  Priebe   

Endowment Thomas Brandel William Volz   

Financial Advisory J. Gerard Teagan Greg Thom   

Frolic Suppers Denne Osgood Henry Nelson   

Historical James Turnbull William Volz   

House Bruce Brunsink Edward Priebe   

House – Beer ‘Czar’ Brad Dahlhofer Charles Steltenkamp   

Legal Philip Gillis William Volz   

Makeup Thomas Diffendal Edward Priebe   

Marketing & Public Relations James Turnbull Michael Goodell   

Membership Andrew Turnbull Michael Goodell   

Music Charles Steltenkamp Charles Steltenkamp   

Photography Lawrence Smith Allan Dick   

Pre-Frolic Dinners Thomas Brandel Thomas Sloan   

Producers J. Robert O’Leary, III Allan Dick   

Properties James  Foran Edward Priebe   

Publications Christopher Monley Michael Goodell   

Rentals James Jorgensen Michael Goodell   

Scripts & Casting Lawrence Smith Henry Nelson   

Special Events Tim Cordes Allan Dick   

Stagecraft & Set Design J. Michael Mongan Thomas Sloan   

Technical Eric Christian / Peter Dawson Edward Priebe   

Twenty Year Club Thomas Brandel Greg Thom   

Website Brian Bawol Michael Goodell   
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The Wanted! Page 

Reviewers Wanted 
  
I'm sure there are more than a few Players out there who in the past have eagerly awaited the latest issue of The 
Player only to find, upon reading the review of their latest play, that the reviewer didn't rave about their Tony-
worthy performance the previous month. They come to the only possible conclusion: the reviewer couldn't write his way 
out of a paper bag. 
  
Think you can do better? Then try. The staff of The Player is looking for a few good men who can write their way out of a 
paper bag. (Don't worry; we've got spell-Czech.) 
  
The list of regular reviewers has slowly but steadily dwindled, mostly through attrition. So, if you haven't reviewed a 
Frolic for a while and would like to have another go at it, or if you've honed your text-messaging skills to the point where 
you'd like to try another medium, please call or e-mail the office. There are still several Frolic months not yet spoken for. 
  
Nunquam Renig,   The Publications Staff 

Wanted:  Applause! 
 
The summer work parties went a long way toward cleaning up the Playhouse.  A great deal of 
cleaning and fixing went on over the summer to make the Playhouse sparkle. We hope the follow-
ing list of worker bees is 100% accurate.  Please give them a hand when you see them. 
  
July: Players Tom Sloan, Bob O'Leary, Jim Foran, Tim Bannister, Jim Turnbull, Andrew Turnbull, 
Brian Bawol, Dave Kiselewski, Mark Habel, Jason Nagher, JJ Jorgensen, and Tim Whims  
 
August: Players Tom Sloan, Tim Whims, Stu Johnson, Allan Dick, Tim Bannister, Mark Habel, 
Glenn Scoles, Joe Dabbs, Chris Austin and Henry Nelson.   
 
September: Players Tim Whims, Joe Dabbs, Bob O'Leary, Gaylord Creedon, and Mark Habel.  
 

A New Office Plea 
 

Gentlemen,  
 
When you come to October Frolic, please stop by and view the new office.  It’s about 90% complete. Please 
notice the cabinets and desk; they were custom made for us by Player Gary Dion.   Since so much time, effort, 
and money were spent in the remodel, please no feet or mugs on the desk and absolutely no smoking in the 
office.  
 
Thank you! 
Player Tom Sloan 



VOLUME XCIX, NUMBER 1 DETROIT, MICHIGAN SEPTEMBER 2009,  PAGE 8 

 

 
 

Players 20 Year Club Annual Dinner 
Saturday, October 3, 2009 

 
 
 
 

 
 
The Annual 20 Year Club Dinner will convene Saturday, October 3, 2009 before this season’s first Frolic.  Through the 
courtesy of late Payer Harold Love, 20 Year Club Members will share in his remembrance during the cocktail hour from 6 
to 7 p.m.  Dinner will be served at seven. 
 
New to the 20 Year club this year are Players Bruce Brunsink, Gregory Capler, Thomas Peloso and H.C. “Pat” 
Campau.  Welcome gentlemen, to this prestigious group!  We are sure you’ll be honored to wear the 20 Year pin you are to 
receive that evening. 
 
This is an event you don’t want to miss, so come and join in the merriment and share your memories of the past.  Your 
check for $30.00 will secure your reservation.  Please R.S.V.P. as soon as possible (if you haven’t already) to Claudine at the 
office, (313) 259-3385; office@playersdetroit.org.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
Player Denne Osgood & Player Tom Brandel 
Co-Chairmen, 20 Year Club 

Not a 20 Year Member, or a New Member, but still like to eat?  Read This ... 
 

OCTOBER PRE-FROLIC DINNER 
~~~ 

OCTOBER PRE-FROLIC DINNER **FOR MEMBERSHIP YEARS 1990 TO 2009!!** 
The October Pre-Frolic Dinner (minus the Twenty Year Club & New members) will be at Sindbad's Restaurant ~ 
down Marquette Road (just 2.4 miles East of the Playhouse) to the River at 100 St. Clair Street, Detroit, 313-822-
7817 (www.sindbads.com).  Join your fellow players and their guests at 6:00PM for cocktails; followed by dinner.  
Curtain call (8:30PM) requires we head to the playhouse by 8:00PM.  

~~~ 

**NOTE** Please, please call or e-mail the office (office@playersdetroit.org) if you plan to attend, if possible.   
 

IT IS NICE TO BE BACK 


